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New President to be Elected 
At JPS Annual Meeting May 1 


The Jewish Publication Society of 
America will elect a new President at 
its 72nd annual meeting, which will 
be held on Sunday, May 1, in Phila- 
delphia. 

Justice Horace Stern has served as 

erim President since November, 
when Edwin Wolf, 2nd, resigned to 
accept the Presidency of the Phila- 
delphia Federation of Jewish Agen- 
cies. Justice Stern will preside at the 
meeting, which will be held at dinner 
in the Drake Hotel. A reception, be- 
ginning at 6 p.m., will precede the 
dinner, which begins at 6:30. 

Nominations for President and 
other society officers will be presented 
by the Nominations Committee, 
headed by JPS Trustee Joseph M. 
First. Mr. First’s committee will also 
present proposals for changes in the 





Historic Bible 


ible publishing. The JPS has under- 
aken the distribution in the United 
States and Canada of the Hebrew 
Bible sét in type and printed, for the 
first time in history, in the Holy Land. 
First to be distributed is the Penta- 
teuch, that is, the Five Books of the 
Torah. 


Pages 5 to 8 of this issue describe 
e novel and important venture in 
t 





You are invited... 


You are cordially invited to attend 
the 72nd Annual Meeting of the JPS, 
Sunday, May 1, 1960, at dinner in 
the Drake Hotel, 15th and Spruce 
Streets, Philadelphia. At this meeting, 
members of the Society will act on 
proposed changes in the By-Laws, 
elect officers for the coming year and 
hear reports of the Society’s opera- 
tions. For reservations, please write 
the Executive Secretary. 

If you cannot attend in person, 
please be sure that you will do so in 
spirit, by remitting your membership 
dues now, as the mark of your firm 
support for the work of the JPS. 


The Officers and Trustees 




















By-Laws of the Society, for the 
approval of the members. 

The annual report will be given by 
Mr. Wolf, who was named a Vice- 
President of the Society when he 
stepped down from the presidency. 
His report will include specific infor- 
mation on the activities of the Society 
in 1959, and plans for the future. 
The Treasurer, Myer Feinstein, will 
present the report of his department. 

Prior to the dinner meeting, the 
Society’s Board of Trustees and Pub- 
lication Committee will meet together 
in a luncheon and afternoon session. 
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Toward A Cultural Break-Through 


By Sidney Z. Vincent 


A discussion of one of the most promising developments in 
American Jewish life, namely, the establishment of a Jewish cultural 
foundation. Mr. Vincent did the preliminary investigation for the 
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds; his reports on 
the existing cultural institutions formed the basis of the conclusion 


reached. 


In his Rosh Hashanah message in 1958, 
Dr. Solomon Grayzel posed the question, 
“What event stands out as the most sig- 
nificant in Jewish life during the year 
5718?” In a spirit more of hope than of 
prophecy, he answered his question by 
pointing to the decision of the Council 
of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds (CJFWF) to undertake a cultural 
study as having the potential of becom- 
ing the outstanding event of the year. 

That potential, as Dr. Grayzel en- 
visioned it, was staggering. The study, 
he concluded, “can bring order out of 
organizational chaos and increase the 
effectiveness of our cultural institutions. 
It can help bring about that spiritually 
creative Jewish community which is long 
overdue. The imagination is in fact 
staggered by the vastness of its oppor- 
tunity, and the heart beats high with 
hope.” 

The study has now been concluded 
and it is time to assess how much prog- 
ress has been made toward realizing 
the high hopes with which the study was 
begun almost two years ago. Cultural 
progress obviously cannot be measured 
in two-year terms, but we can legiti- 
mately ask: Did the study focus com- 
munity attention on the problems and 
promise of the cultural field? Has it 
created the instruments to help convert 
promise into practice? What are the 
prospects for increased community un- 
derstanding, support and involvement in 
cultural affairs? Will the cultural agen- 
cies be strengthened by the study? 

The most hopeful—and surprising— 
development of the study has been the 
enthusiasm with which it has been re- 


ceived. The subject matter, after all, 

was not, in lay terms, dramatic. The i 

four fields selected for study—archives, 

publications, scholarship and research— 

would seem to be subjects that might 

interest scholars but would hardly be 

calculated to fascinate community lead- 

ership, absorbed in problems of fund- 

raising and planning primarily for the 

health and welfare fields. e@ { 
And yet it was impossible to mistak 

the overwhelming response—almost the 

acclaim—with which the General Assem- 

bly of the CJFWF unanimously approved 

the study last November. 


For perhaps the first time, concern 
with cultural problems very nearly dom- 
inated the Assembly; it certainly formed 
its central theme. Resolutions adopted 
by conferences are often perfunctory; 
the resolution on the cultural study, the 
first adopted by the Assembly, reflects 
the astonishing sense of excitement and 
urgency that had been generated: 


Resolution on Cultural Study 


“This Assembly is profoundly im- 
pressed with the historic importance of 
the National Jewish Cultural Study re- 
cently completed under the auspices 
the Council of Jewish Federations a 
Welfare Funds. The findings and recom- 
mendations on Jewish scholarship, re- 
search, publications, archives and related 
fields offer an unprecedented opportunity 
for major progress in American Jewish 
cultural development. All of American 
Jewry, America generally, and Jewish 
life throughout the world will be the | 
beneficiaries. 
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“, .. We, the delegates of this Assem- 
bly, strongly endorse the action of the 
Board of Directors in approving the 
survey report, and look to the expeditious 
implementation of the recommendations 
by the Council as called for in the 


eo” 

And what were the findings and rec- 
ommendations that produced so vigorous 
a response? In brief, they were founded 
on the thesis that it was time for Amer- 
ican Jewry to bring to the cultural field 
the same kind of dedication and resource- 
ful imagination it has devoted to rescue 
and rehabilitation work. America is now 
on its own, culturally speaking, the study 
stated, pointing out that we could no 
longer rely on European imports and 
that, vital as the role of Israel might 
be, “an American Jewry that has re- 
jected so firmly the role of second class 
citizenship on the American scene will 
not docilely accept a role of second class 
cultural citizenship on the world Jewish 
scene.” 


Chronic Undernourishment 


Specifically, its analysis of the four 

Ids it had studied was that, admirable 
as the achievements had been, the fields 
were suffering from a chronic under- 
nourishment that could be ignored fur- 
ther only at our cultural peril. 


The basic tools of the historian—bib- 
liographies, catalogues, indexes, genealo- 
gies—had largely yet to be created in 
the archival field. Our collections are as 
yet unbalanced and incomplete—and our 
treasures have yet to be effectively 
“mined,” in the colorful expression of 
one scholar, to make them a meaningful 
part of our experience as a people. 

In the field of publications, the study 
states that the problem is less one of 
publication than of creation. Good work 
must be planned and commissioned; the 
traditional laissez-faire policy of expect- 
ing self-sacrificing devotion to Jewish 

eativity without assurances as to audi- 
@:: or compensation simply will no 
onger work. We shall in large measure 
get what we plan for and pay for. The 
study details the many scholarly and 
research tasks that could unquestionably 
vastly enrich our cultural life; they 
have been deferred year after weary 
year because no agency could undertake 
them with its present resources. 








Sidney Z. Vincent, Assistant Director of 


the Jewish Community Federation of 
Cleveland; Study Director for the 
National Study of Jewish Cultural Insti- 
tutions. 





And finally, in this period of intensive 
competition for first-rate creative minds, 
there is the question of how we can pro- 
duce enough scholars, researchers, and 
creative Jewish artists. The key recom- 
mendation here is the establishment of 
a system of grants and awards—on the 
graduate level, the post-graduate level 
and for individual scholarship and re- 
search. 

The study goes beyond analysis and 
recommendations for the four individual 
fields. It points out that the entire cul- 
tural field suffered from a lack of “face,” 
of visibility. There was no one address 
to serve as the Focus of the national 
cultural enterprise—to help dramatize 
the case for the work of all the national 
agencies, to provide a means for con- 
tinuing agency inter-consultation, to 
plan tasks beyond their individual means, 
to advise communities on cultural prob- 
lems and budgets, to raise some of the 
necessary funds, to administer necessary 
grants—in a word, to invigorate and en- 
rich the field as a whole and to challenge 
the national imagination. 

Such a “face” has now been provided. 
The General Assembly created the Na- 
tional Foundation for Jewish Culture, 
which has had the good fortune to secure 

(Continued on next page) 
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Justice Shneor Z. Cheshin, author 
of Tears and Laughter in an Israel 
Courtroom, which the JPS published 
last year, went to his eternal reward 
in December 1959. A man of great 
charm and legal learning, he had 
been a judge in Palestine during the 
period of the British mandate and had 
risen to membership in the highest 
court in Israel. His student days had 
been spent in the United States; he 
was a graduate of the New York Uni- 
versity Law School. 

Two of his books in Hebrew were 
in large measure records of his expe- 
riences as a judge. They were not 
only human documents of the most 


JUSTICE SHNEOR Z. CHESIN 


poignant kind, but also afforded an 
insight into the process of fashioning 
the new nation as well as a new legal 
system. The two volumes, in somewhat 
abbreviated form, were combined to 
form the one volume published by 
the JPS. It is some satisfaction to us 
that Justice Cheshin’s last days were 
gladdened by the receipt of the pub- 
lished book. 

In a letter to the Society Mrs. Che- 
shin wrote: “At least he did have the 
great satisfaction of seeing the beau- 
tiful English edition of his book; one 
of his wishes was thus completely 
fulfilled.” 

May his memory be for a blessing. 











Toward A Cultural Break-Through 


(Continued from preceding page) 


Dr. Judah Shapiro as its professional 
consultant. 

The Foundation is barely three months 
old, but there are already some hopeful 
developments. The Council of Jewish Cul- 
tural Agencies, the aspect of the Foun- 
dation’s program aimed at providing a 
means of agency inter-consultation and 
planning, will soon hold its first meeting. 
Every agency invited to join the Council 
has accepted with cordiality and, in most 
cases, enthusiasm, in contrast to the 
unsplendid isolation of agencies that had 
existed for many years. 


Communities to Provide Support 


The large communities of the country 
have made it clear that they are pre- 
pared, out of non-welfare funds, to pro- 
vide the necessary support for the 
Foundation during its three-year demon- 
stration period. Individual scholars and 





The JPS Bookmark 


Published quarterly by The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 222 N. 
Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. Sub- 
scription price 25c per year. Second class 
mail privileges authorized at Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 





agencies have almost inundated th 

Foundation with inquiries, ideas =) 
requests—a promising harbinger of th 

untapped potential in the field. An im- 
pressive Board of Trustees will soon be 
announced, reflecting, it seems clear, the 
union of scholarly and lay interests so 
necessary for effective work in any field. 


It would of course be foolish and irre- 
sponsible to make optimistic predictions 
of things to come at a time when the 
Foundation has only begun to function. 
But it is not too early to say that devel- 
opments since Rosh Hashanah of 1958 
tend to validate Dr. Grayzel’s prediction 
that the launching of the cultural study 
might turn out to be one of the most 
significant community developments of 
recent years. 

Certainly the pace of development has 
been rapid, increasing in both speed and 
depth. The readiness of both the organ- 
ized communities and the cultural age 
cies for further progress has been co 
clusively demonstrated. The necessary 
structure has been created. We should 
be able in the near future to assess 
rather clearly whether there is enough 
vitality and creativity in American Jew- 
ish life to make possible what one 
scholar has called “the coming cultural 
break-through.” 
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This is a page of the new Jerusalem Torah (Five Books of Moses). & 
It is exactly one-quarter of actual size, nine inches wide, thirteen 
and three-eighths inches high. 





= 
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The Jewish Publication Society of America is privileged to pre- 
sent to the American Jewish community this distinguished, his- 
toric printing of the Five Books of Moses, first portion of the first 


Hebrew Bible ever to be set in type and printed entirely in the 
Holy Land: 


The history of Bible printing began in Bologna in 1477, with the 
first known printing of the Book of Psalms. The Soncino Bible, 
the first known complete printed text, appeared in 1488. Now, 
almost five centuries later, a Bible has at last been produced in 
the Land of its origins. 


A special, new Hebrew type face was designed for this Bible. 
It incorporates a system of vowels and taamim (accents) based 
on intensive scholarly research in order to maintain absolute 
fidelity to the ancient, hand-written manuscripts. This Bible has 
been set in type completely by hand; its text and sequence cor- 
responding to true masoretic sources. 





President Ben Zvi of Israel 
reading the new Jerusalem Bible. 


Tel Aviv 14 Sivan 5718 
I join the call of the other 
rabbis in Israel to arouse 
the people to aid this great 
work...to be diligent in 
this sacred task and not to 
delay its fruition. 

Isser Judah Unterman 

Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv 


29 Ab. 5717 


I was greatly pleased to 
hear of your plan to print 
the Tanach in Jerusalem, 
a wholly Jewish edition... 
You have undertaken a 
heavy responsibility in 
this matter; but I am sure 
that you will be most care- 
ful to publish the Tanach 
in the spirit of sanctity 
and that you will not de- 
viate in the slightest from 
the traditions of the sages 
and the Masorah... 

Yotzhak Nissin 

Chief Rabbi of the 

Sephardi Community 


Association of Libraries of 
Judaica and Hebraica in 
Furope 

Central Bureau- 
Copenhagen 

...apart from the esthetic 
pleasure...derived from 
its general appearance, 
your undertaking deserves 
commendation as a sc 
arly achievement. It 
work which redounds to 
the credit and to the honor 
of the state of Israel... 


R. Edelman 
Chairman of the 
Commission 


5 of Second Adar, 5719 


I have examined the beau- 
tiful work done by Mr. 
Eliahu Korngold in pro- 
ducing the Five Books of 
the Torah, in all purity 
and through Israeli labor 
from beginning to end; 
...in beautiful type, and 
meticulous in vocalization 
and notation... 


Yitzhak-Isaac Halevi 


Herz 
Chief of Isracl rabbi 


eeoeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeereeeeee 


The Pentateuch of the new Jerusalem Bible will be published at the 
end of May, 1960. Fully bound in black leather, with gold top, 
genuine gold stamping and its own slip case, the volume will be sold 
for $25. If ordered now, during the Pre-Publication Offer which 
expires May 31, it may be purchased at a saving of 10 per cent, for 
just $22.50. To take advantage of this offer, please use this coupon. 





JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
222 North 15th Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
Please accept my order for copies of the Pentateuch of the 
new Jerusalem Bible, set and printed for the first time in Israel, at 
the Pre-Publication price of $22.50 each. I understand that this offer 
expires on May 31, 1960, after which the price will be $25. 

[] I enclose check (money order) for $ 

Please bill me, plus postage. 


Name 











Address 


City 





Zone State 
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Three JPS Paperbacks Are Selected 
For Exhibition of Graphic Design 


& Three paperback books published by 
the Jewish Publication Society were 
chosen as outstanding in design and 
selected for exhibition in the recent 
show sponsored by the American In- 
stitute of Graphic Arts: “Paperbacks, 
U.S.A.” 

The three volumes chosen were 
JUDAISM AND MODERN MAN, by Will 
Herberg, with cover design by Louis 
Danziger; PRINCE OF THE GHETTO, by 
Maurice Samuel, and STUDENTS, 
SCHOLARS AND SAINTS, by Louis Ginz- 
berg, both designed by Elaine Lustig. 
All three were published by the JPS 
in cooperation with Meridian Books. 

That this represents an extraordin- 
ary honor will be seen in the fact that 

total of 150 books was chosen for 


hibit, out of 636 submitted, many 
by publishers responsible for scores 


of titles. The three JPS volumes 


Maurice 
Samuel 


Prince of S&T 
Ghett: & 


selected represent a full 25 per cent 
of the paperback volumes published 
by the Society. 

The display, held at the New York 
headquarters of the Graphic Arts 
Institute from January 21 to Febru- 
ary 5, attracted a large turnout, the 
opening day being one of the best- 
attended in the history of the AIGA. 
The volumes chosen for exhibit were 
selected by a five-man committee con- 
sisting of Ismar David, noted de- 
signer and calligrapher; Louis Dorfs- 
man, designer for the Columbia 
Broadcasting System; Albert Dorne, 
president of Famous Artists School; 
Professor Raymond B. Dowden, chair- 
man of the department of design at 
Cooper Union Art School, and Theo- 
dore Wilentz, of New York’s Eighth 
Street Book Shop. 








10 






’ 
The JPS Bookmark 

















BOOKS OF OTHER PUBLISHERS 













































It has been our custom every so 
often to call the attention of our read- 
ers to interesting books issued by 
other publishers. Usually we limit 
ourselves to non-profit firms. But 
sometimes a volume makes such an 
overwhelming appeal to your editor 
that he cannot refrain from including 
it in this very limited list, so eager 
is he to share his pleasures and inter- 
ests with the many kindred spirits 
among the JPS members. 


Bible Translators, Translations 


The current preoccupation of the 
Society with the re-translation of the 
Bible naturally brings to mind two 
books on the general theme of Bible 
translation. THE LEARNED MEN, by 
Gustavus S. Paine (Crowell, 1959, 
$4.75), tells the story of the King 
James translation in the early 17th 
century. It is a detailed introduction 
to the men who did the translating, 
their method and their problems. It 
is perhaps too detailed and restricted, 
and it therefore suffers by comparison 
with another volume, THE BIBLE IN 
THE MAKING, by Geddes MacGregor 
(Lippincott, 1959, $6), which centers 
its attention on the history of the 
Bible as a book and of its translations 
into English down to the RSV and 
our own effort at the present time. 


On Biblical Times 


Somewhat related to the Bible is a 
volume edited by James B. Pritchard: 
THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST, an Anthol- 
ogy of Texts and Pictures (Princeton 
University Press, 1958, $6). It is an 
interesting collection of the ancient 
texts revealing the civilizations in the 
midst of which the Hebrews lived. 
The grandeur of the Bible emerges 
from a comparison with its rivals and 
contemporaries. 


Of an entirely different nature is 
doctoral dissertation by Noah 
Cohen, TSAAR BAALE ‘'HAYIM: The 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
its bases, development and legislation 
in Hebrew literature (The Catholic 
University of America, 1959, $2.50). 
Finally, there is a collection of 
scholarly essays, many of which are 
of unusual merit. ESSAYS ON JEWISH a 
LIFE AND THOUGHT (Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1959, $7.50) was issued 
in honor of Professor Salo W. Baron 
by a number of his former pupils 
(Joseph L. Blau et al.). They indeed 
reflect honor on their master. 5 








Report: . 


Bible Translation € & 


WwW 


The revised translation of the Bible a 


is moving along. It is of necessity a 
slow task, since every verse and, in- 
deed, every word must be weighed in 
terms of style and modern scholar- 


ship. In the course of the next few = 
years, the Society hopes to issue the y H 
Pentateuch. : 
An evaluation 3 

of the work done, . 7 

as well as a des- “ 

cription of the 1 

procedure, ap- B 

peared recently in tl 

the Congress Bi- A 

Weekly as a fea- 


ture article by : 
Miss Edith Brogii% a 
sky. The arti - 


ca been oop by the JPS and is 





available to anyone who writes in for " 
it. The interested reader will find . 
there a comparison of several pass- fi 
ages which reveal the nature of the ¢ 


changes being made and the greater 
clarity achieved. C 


March, 1960 
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Three New JPS Paperbacks 








Three long-favored Jewish Publica- 
tion Society volumes of philosophy, 
literature and history are the latest 
ditions to the growing library of 
S paperback books. The three, 
which will be ready for distribution 
at the end of April, are: 





3 JEWISH PHILOSOPHERS: 
selections from Philo, Saadya Gaon 
and Jehuda Halevi. The Philo selec- 
tions were compiled and edited by 
Hans Lewy, one of the most distin- 
guished investigators of Jewish-Hel- 
lenistic culture, who also supplies an 
introduction to the life and thought 
of Philo of Alexandria. Saadya Gaon’s 
10th century Book of Doctrines and 
Beliefs was abridged, translated from 
the Arabic, and is introduced by 
Alexander Altmann. Halevy’s Kuzari, 
subtitled A Book of Proof and Argu- 

ent: An Apology for a Despised 

ligion, dating from the medieval 
era, is abridged, with introduction 
and commentary, by Isaak Heine- 
mann. The volume concludes with 
four of Halevi’s poems, which are 
closely related to the classic Kusari. 


THE JEW IN THE LITERATURE 
OF ENGLAND, by Montagu Frank 


Modder, examines the role accorded 
the Jew in English letters from the 
Middle Ages to the end of the 19th 
Century, providing a sharp insight 
into the history of English society, 
and a view of the changing position of 
the Jewish inhabitants of that land. 
The volume contains an introduction 
by Howard Mumford Jones. 


THE JEW IN THE MEDIEVAL 
WORLD, by Jacob R. Marcus, reveals 
the saga of Jewish existence through 
years of travail, by means of docu- 
ments from medieval literature which 
illuminate the Jewish community 
from within, and the Jewish situation 
under the rule of Roman law, Islam, 
the Visigoths, feudal and monarchial 
societies, the Roman Catholic Church 
and the Reformers. 

All three volumes are published by 
the Society in cooperation with 
Meridian Books, and the jackets for 
all three were designed by Elaine 
Lustig, who was responsible for two 
of the JPS volumes chosen for display 
at the recent paperback book exhibit 
of the American Institute of Graphic 
Arts (see Page 9). Price of the first 
two new paperbacks is $1.65, while the 
third is $1.95. 
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Rabbinic Anthology, New Year Book 


A RABBINIC ANTHOLOGY, selected and ‘ind inte 








by C. C. Montefiore and H. Loewe, is a compendium and int 
pretation of all those passages in the Talmudic and Midrashiec 
literature which bear on the nature of God, the Law, virtue, 
prayer, faith, sin, charity, the Messiah, the Last Judgment. 
Chapters on the Rabbinic attitude towards family, asceticism, 
hospitality, courtesy and peace are also here, with a glossary, 
index and extensive references, plus an illuminating debate 
between the Reform leader Montefiore and the Orthodox Loewe. 
First published in 1938, this volume has never been superseded, 
and has now been re-published by the Society. Now available, 
this volume has over 900 pages and is priced at $7.50, 


VOLUME 61 OF THE 
AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK 


will be available in the latter part of April, according to latest 
information from the Editors, Morris Fine and Milton Himmel- 
farb. This year’s number of the standard reference annual will 
contain highlights of the recently-concluded national survey of 
Jewish education, a summary of the cultural study conducted 
by the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds (see 
Pages 2 and 3 of this issue of the Bookmark), and a 5-year 
summary of the work of the Conference on Jewish Claims 
against Germany, in addition to the reports on Jewish com- | ~ 
munity activities in the U.S. and abroad which appear annually 
in the Year Book, and which have made it the indispensable 
reference volume of living Jewish history. 
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